
(3) WHOM GOD SET FORTH TO BE A PROPITIATION THROUGH FAITH IN HIS BLOOD –

There are many sides to this salvation. Paul had just spoken about redemption and he introduces another word, propitiation. Redemption has to do with our deliverance from sin, Satan, self, and the curse of the law. Propitiation has to do with the righteous anger of God against sin. The same blood that redeems us also provides a means whereby God’s righteous wrath against sin is appeased and the believing sinner brought into favor and communion with God.

 Remember, THE WRATH OF GOD is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men (1:18). Since all have sinned, this wrath is universally and without exception the lot of all men. If men are to be saved from wrath it must be by a divinely provided means. Such means has been provided. It is through the blood of Jesus Christ, and that blood as expressed in the word propitiation.


Most of the words we have encountered in Romans so far are words which, generally speaking, are known to us. We at least attach some meaning to them, although that meaning may not always be totally accurate. However, when we come to propitiation we have a word which has no meaning to many people. It is an important word occurring in a great passage of revelation which has to do with the character of God and our justification. We must then seek to understand it. In this we are helped by God’s picture book, the Old Testament. But before looking at the picture, let us look again at the word.


Propitiation is the translation of the Greek word “hilasterion.” This same Greek word is translated mercy seat in Heb. 9:5. The mercy seat was the lid of the Tabernacle upon which the blood was sprinkled on the Day of Atonement. We shall look at that picture shortly. The word propitiation occurs two more times in the New Testament where it is translation of the word “hilasmos.” Dr. Young’s Concordance says that “hilasterion” is the place of propitiation, while “hilasmos” is what appeases, propitiates. Undoubtedly the place and the shed blood which appeases or propitiates are included in both of the words. Both uses of “hiliasmos” are found in John’s First Epistle.

John 2:2 – And he (Jesus Christ) is the PROPITIATION for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world.


John 4:10 – Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us, and sent His Son to be the PROPITIATION for our sins.


The verse we are dealing with says God SET FORTH Jesus to be a propitiation. “Set forth” means “to exhibit to public view.” Christ was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was MANIFEST IN THESE LAST TIMES FOR YOU (I Pet. 1:20). That which was which was in the mind of God BEFORE TIME was set forth and manifest IN TIME. Paul, speaking to Agrippa about the death and resurrection of Christ, says THIS THING WAS NOT DONE IN A CORNER (Acts 26:26). Indeed it wasn’t. Heaven, earth, and hell witnessed this mighty event.

Now let us look at the mercy seat in the Tabernacle of Moses. We read about

 it in:

Ex. 25:17-22 – And thou shalt make a MERCY SEAT of pure gold: two cubits and a half shall be the length thereof, and a cubit and a half the breadth thereof. And thou shalt make two cherubims of gold, of beaten work shalt thou make them, in the two ends of the MERCY SEAT . . 

and the cherubims shall stretch forth their wings on high, covering the MERCY SEAT with their wings, and their faces shall look one to another; toward the MERCY SEAT shall the faces of their cherubims be. And thou shalt put the MERCY SEAT above upon the ark; and in the ark thou shalt put the testimony that I shall give thee. AND THERE I WILL MEET WITH THEE, AND I WILL COMMUNE WITH THEE FROM ABOVE THE MERCY SEAT. From between the two cherubims which are upon the ark of the testimony, of all things which I will give thee in commandment unto the children of Israel.

From this description we see that the mercy seat was the lid of the Ark, the Ark being about the size and shape of an orange box. Inside the Ark, Moses was commanded to put THE TESTIMONY that I shall give thee. The testimony, such being referred to as the two tables of testimony Ex. 34:28, 29). The testimony was in the Ark, and the mercy seat was above upon the Ark. God said, “…and there will I meet with thee, and I will commune with thee FROM ABOVE THE MERCY SEAT, FROM BETWEEN THE TWO CHERUBIMS which are upon the Ark.” God dwelt above the mercy seat; the testimony,” or the law, was under the mercy seat in the ark; and the mercy sat separated the two.

The law governing he mercy seat is most significant. The mercy seat could not be approached at all times.


LEV. 16:2 – And the Lord said unto Moses, Speak unto Aaron thy brother that he COME NOT AT ALL TIMES into the holy place within the vail BEFORE THE MERCY SEAT, which is upon the Ark; THAT HE DIE NOT: for I will appear in the cloud UPON THE MERCY SEAT.”

When then my He come?


Lev. 16:3m 13-15 – THUS (and only ‘thus’) SHALL AARON COME INTO THE HOLY PLACE: with a young bullock for a sin-offering, and a ram for a burnt-offering . . . And he shall put the incense on the fire before the Lord, that the cloud of the incense may COVER THE MERCY SEAT that is UPON THE TESTIMONY, THAT HE DIE NOT: And he shall take the blood of the bullock . . .                                                                               and BEFORE THE MERCY SEAT SHALL HE SPRINKLE OF THE BLOOD WITH HIS FINGER SEVEN TIMES.”

Why could Aaron not come before the mercy seat at all times, and what was it that made it possible for him to come on the one occasion described? BLOOD MADE THE DIFFERENCE:

God dwelt between the cherubim above upon the ark and looked down through the mercy seat and saw the testimony which was His law. If Aaron came in without blood, God would see him as a sinner in the presence of the law which he had broken, and would slay him. However, when on the Day of Atonement, Aaron came in with the blood of the bullock and sprinkled it on the mercy seat, God saw the broken law through the blood and His anger against sin was appeased by the blood of the substitute and he communed with Aaron.

The Bible says that the LIFE of the flesh is in the blood. (Lev. 17:11). Therefore, the blood stands for a life given in substitutionary sacrifice fir another. The punishment of sin is DEATH. Either Aaron dies or another dies in his stead. If Aaron came into the Holy of Holies where God dwelt between the cherubim above upon the mercy seat, without blood, he would die. But when he came according to God’s direction, and with blood, God communed with him.

THUS SHALL AARON COME INTO THE HOLY PLACE.  Man comes to God in God’s’ way. Remember, the Gospel is a REVELATION. God has revealed to man how he can be saved. Attention must be paid to the THUS of the Gospel. Just as God said to Moses concerning Aaron, that he must not come into the divine presence at all times, but only on the Day of Atonement carrying blood, so God declares to sinful man, tht he can only come to God through the blood of Jesus Christ, Who is both the Mercy Seat an the Sacrifice Whose blood was shed to meet the righteous anger of God against sin for him.

Let us now look at the Old Testament type and the New Testament fulfillment together.

1. THE PICTURE
1. There is danger of death in coming before the mercy set apart from shed blood.

2. The blood on the mercy seat met the demands of broken law and satisfied the holiness of God.

3. The mercy seat was the specific place where God localized His presence.
4. The mercy seat was the place of fellowship and communion, as well as salvation.

2. THE FULFILLMENT
1. There is death for those who place their hope in Christ apart from the cross and shed blood of our Lord.

2. Faith in the blood of Jesus meets the demands of broken law for us and makes us accepted before God.

3. If we would come to God’s presence, we must find it in Christ, in Whom the fullness of God dwells.

4. Everything God does for us is done in and through and by Jesus Christ. Our communion with God is in Christ.


In the Tabernacle the mercy seat was hidden in the Holy of Holies. Now God has set forth Jesus Christ as the mercy seat for the entire universe to see. Because of the precious blood on our Mercy Set, the Lord Jesus Christ, God can justify the man who believes in Jesus.


This justification is ours THROUGH FAITH IN HIS BLOOD.  We have complete confidence in the value and efficacy of our Lord’s blood to meet the demands of God against our sin, and make possible our unhindered communion with God in Jesus Christ our blood-sprinkled Mercy Seat.
There is a place where Jesus sheds
The oil of gladness on our heads – 

A place than all beside more sweet;

It is the blood-stained mercy seat.
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